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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 
application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) An image decoding apparatus for performing a decoding 
process under a prescribed coding method, comprising: 

docoding moans for perform i ng a decoder configured to perform the decoding 
process on picture data encoded with the coding method; and 

a control moano for control li ng unit configured to control the docod i ng moans , 
whoroin, i n a fast p l ayback modo, sa i d contro l moans contro l s sa i d docod i ng moans by 
so l octivo l v performing decoder based on types of a mode signal received bv the control 
unit such that the decoder: 

performs a first process as part of the decoding process to extract and 
decode an l-picture and fo ll owing prescribed pieces of P-pictures based on a location 
basis of the l-picture l ocating at a dos i rod posit i on in the picture data[[,]] when the 
received mode signal is of a first type: 

performs a second process as part of the decoding process to decode 
on l y spat i al pr e d i ction a macroblock in the picture data based on a prediction method 
signal obtained through reversible encoding[[,]] when the received mode signal is of a 
second type: and 

performs a third process to decode as part of the decoding process [[only]] 
direct current components of transformation coefficients with transformation coding , or a 
fourth procoos that is a combinat i on of tho second and th i rd prooossos when the 
received mode signal is of a third type . 
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2. (Currently Amended) The image decoding apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein 
the l-picture and the P-pictures are in a simple playback frame, and the lTsaidll control 
unit controls said docod i ng moans so as the decoder to decode the l-picture and oach 
ef the P-pictures composing tho simple p l ayback framos in order[[,]] without decoding a 
part of the picture data included after the simple playback framos, in a oaoo whoro 
frame when the first type tho fast playback modo is fast forward playbac k, and contro l s 
said docoding moans so as to f i nd a part boforo tho s i mple p l ayback framos, 
sequent i a l ly docodo tho I picture and oach of tho P pictures composing tho s i mp l e 
playback framos, and output tho simple p l ayback framos in a reverse ordor of a 
docoding ordor, in a oaso whoro tho fast playback modo i s fast backward p l ayback . 

3. (Canceled). 

4. (Currently Amended) An image decoding method for performing a decoding process 
under a prescribed coding method, the image decoding method being executed by a 
decoder and comprising: 

detecting types of a mode signal used to control the image decoding method 
performed bv the decoder: 

whoroin, i n a fast p l ayback modo, performing, bv using the decoder, a first 
process to extract and decode an l-picture and fol l ow i ng prescribed pieces of P-pictures 
based on a location basis of the l-picture l ocat i ng at a des i r e d pos i tion in picture data 
encoded with the coding method[[,]] when the mode signal is detected to be of a first 
type: 
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performing, by using the decoder, a second process to decode only spatia l 

pred i ction a macroblock in the picture data based on a prediction method signal 

obtained through reversible encoding^,]] when the mode signal is detected be of a 

second type; and 

performing a third process to decode [[only]] direct current components of 
transformation coefficients with transformation coding , or a fourth process that i s a 
combination of tho second and th i rd processes is so l ootivo l v performed when the mode 
signal is detected to be of a third type . 

5. (Currently Amended) The image decoding method according to claim 4, wherein the 
l-picture and the P-pictures are in a simple playback frame, and : i n a case whoro tho 
fast p l ayback modo is fast forward p l ayback, the l-picture and oach of the P-pictures 
composing tho simp l e playback frames are decoded in order[[,]] without decoding a part 
of the picture data included after the simple playback frames frame when the first type is 
a fast forward playback ; and in a case whoro tho fast playback modo is fast backward 
p l ayback, a part boforo tho s i mp l e playback frames is found, tho I picture and oach of 
tho P picturos compos i ng tho s i mp l e p l ayback frames are docodod in order, and the 
s i mp l e playback frames ar e decoded i n a r e v e rs e order of a d e coding order . 

6. (Canceled). 
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7. (New) The image decoding apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the l-picture 
and the P-pictures are in a simple playback frame, and when the first type is a fast 
backward playback the control unit controls the decoder to: 

find a part before the simple playback frame; 

sequentially decode the l-picture and the P-pictures in the simple playback 
frame; and 

output the simple playback frame in a reverse order of a decoding order. 

8. (New) The image decoding method according to claim 4, wherein the l-picture and 
the P-pictures are in a simple playback frame, and when the first type is a fast backward 
playback the image decoding method further comprises: 

finding a part before the simple playback frame; 

decoding, sequentially, the l-picture and the P-pictures in the simple playback 
frame; and 

outputting the simple playback frame in a reverse order of a decoding order. 

9. (New) The image decoding apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein the decoder 
performs a fourth process as part of the decoding process when the received mode 
signal is of a fourth type, the fourth process being a combination of the second and third 
processes. 
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10. (New) The image decoding method according to claim 4 further comprising 

performing a fourth process when the mode signal is detected to be of a fourth type, the 

fourth process being a combination of the second and third processes. 



